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Exodus Launches Search for
Next Executive Director

The Board of Directors of Exodus World Service is now seeking the organization’s next
Executive Director.

Last fall Executive Director Susan Odom announced her plans to retire and step down from her
role after 11 years of faithful leadership.

Susan joined Exodus in 2014 with a deep commitment to welcoming refugees in the name of
Christ and mobilizing the local Church to extend hospitality to newcomers. Her vision,
compassion, and steadfast faith have shaped Exodus—expanding programs, strengthening
partnerships, and helping to equip hundreds of churches and thousands of volunteers to serve
refugees with Christ-centered hospitality.

The Board is deeply grateful to Susan for her leadership in advancing Exodus World
Service's mission and impact over the last 11 years.

Leadership Transitions

In recent months, Susan transitioned from day-to-day leadership into an interim role as advisor,
helping to guide a process of planning for the future of the ministry.

Melissa Bernardoni continues to faithfully serve as Interim Executive Director, providing strong
leadership and continuity for the organization during this transition. Melissa, who also serves as
Director of Donor Relations, will continue in a leadership role in advancement once a new
Executive Director is named. We are thankful for Melissa’s continued dedication to Exodus’
mission and her ongoing contributions to Exodus’ future growth.

A Prayerful Search

As the Board launches a prayerful and comprehensive search for Exodus World Service's
next Executive Director, our mission remains unchanged: mobilizing the Church to
welcome and befriend refugees. The opportunity before us is significant. Chicagoland is home
to a large and diverse refugee community, and God continues to open doors for churches and
volunteers to demonstrate Christ's love through practical care, friendship, and hospitality. Exodus
is also actively expanding opportunities to engage the Christian community in service to refugees
overseas. We envision a future with ongoing opportunities to equip the Church to offer care and
connection to forcibly displaced people around the world.

We look forward with confidence, excitement, and anticipation as we seek God's direction
for the next season of ministry and the leader who will help guide Exodus into the future.

We invite you to pray for the search process, the Exodus team, and for the person God is
preparing to lead Exodus World Service into its next chapter of ministry.

Learn More

For more information about the Executive Director search, or if you or someone you know is
interested in applying, please visit: exodusworldservice.org/executivesearch/.

With gratitude for your partnership,
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Since 1988, Exodus World Service has been mobilizing the Christian community
to welcome and befriend refugees—people forced to flee their homelands due to war or persecution.
To give or learn more, please visit exodusworldservice.org.
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